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_ Conlolatozy Letier 


UPON THE 


DEATH of a DAUGHTER, 


My Dear Friend, 


3% Ot only our Education, and the common Courſe of 
our Studies for many Years, but much more the in- 
ward Frame and Agreement of Minds, have by a 
ſecret Sympathy drawn our Souls into the ſacred 
Tye ofa firm and inviolable Friendſhip; and I ſhould diſho- 
nour and highly derogate from that Divine Vertue,if I did not 
as well participate in your Sorrows, as ſhare in your Felicity. 
When the laſt Poſt brought me the unfortunate News of the 
Death of your beloved Placidia, I was equally concerned with 
your ſelf for her immature Fate: And becauſe I find your 
great Sorrow makes you uncapable of giving your ſelf that 
relief which you have frequently beſtowed upon others, from 
thoſe ſeveral Arguments, that both Religion and Philoſophy 
furniſh us withal ; ſuffer me at leaſt now to refreſh your dit- 
conſolate Mind with ſome of thoſe Topicks, which (when 
ſequeſtred from the Noiſe and Tumulrt of the World, and 
locked in the pleaſing Union of each others Soul) we were wont 
to entertain our ſelves with upon ſuch Spectacles of Mortality ; 
which I ſhall ſet down in a-looſe manner, not being over-curi- 
ons in ranking them in a diſtinct Order and Method. | 
2 1he 
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The Platonijts ſuppoſe the Deſcent of Humane Souls ints 
Terreſtrial Bodies, not to be equal and alike in all: For as 
there were ſome who let themſelves looſe without bounds or 
meafares, to all the irregular and exorbitant Motions of their 
congenite Bodies, and in whom the Plaſtick Life became fo in- 
finitely invigorated, as quite to ſuppreſs and filence that bet- 
ter Principle, to whoſe Inſpirations while they carefully at- 
tended, they remained happy in the free Exertions of a high- 
er and more intelle&ual Lite: And, by thts means, taking 
their full ſwinge, and drowning themfelves in; Corporeal 
Joys, they became .perfe&tly unfit for any other degree of 
Vitality, but the Terreſtrial, and muſt have lain in a State of 
Ina&tivity for ever, had not a Gracious Providence ſent them 
down upon Earth to try their Fortunes once more : -So there 
are others, who deſcended indeed ſomewhat from the height 
and ſummity of the #thereal Life, and experienced the Joys 
and Pleaſures of the lower Life ; yet ſtill within ſuch bounds 
and limits, as did not utterly incapacitate them for a Return, 
but thereby they contraQed a nearer Aptitude and Fitneſs of 
aQuating a Terreſtrial Body. Now as the firſt of theſe are 
obſerved in theſe:their Earthly Bodies to have-a ſtrong Pro- 
clivity to Vice, and are carried: headlong to all manner of 
Gratifications.of Senſe, be they 'never ſo feculent. and courſe, 
in- ſpight of all better Perfwaſions to the contrary, and are 
very hardly and difficultly, reclaimed':- So the other coinins 
into the World with a good Meaſure of that Divine Life, 
{till awakened in them; notwithſtanding the Encumbrances ot 
Fleſh and Blood, they make more eaſe Returns, and more 
happily recover that Bleſſed Life .(to' which they have a Con- 
gruity yet remaining) upon their Departure from their Mor- 
tal Bodies. Sg. 

And if this-Hypotheſis of theirs be true, your Placidia may 
well be thought to be one of this: latter ſort, there appea- 
ring even in her blooming Years ſuch-an Angelical Temper, 
which diſcovered it ſelf im a quick and lively Senſe of Good- 
neſs, a firm and radicated Love of Vertue, of Sanctity and 
Purity, of Innocency and a hearty Benignity, Kindneſs, and 
Readineſs of Mind, to do all the good Offices ſhe could to all 
the World. And for you now to bewail her Death, it is to be 
ſorry for her Return to the Poſſeſſion of that bleſſed Life, or 
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full Enjoyment of which was greatly interrupted by her tay h 
and continuance in this her Earthly Priſon. And the Scri- | \ \ 
pture ſeems to call the Departure of a Holy Soul from its 
Earthly Tencment, by tne Name of a Return, as Phil. 1. 23. 
X having a deſire, &s To oianvari, to depart , but is 
more fitly rendred to return, viz. to a Man's own Houſe, Ss 2 
or Native Home, as the Word is uſed, Luke 12. 36. And. | 
to this may be imputed her haſty flight from this Earthly 
Region, it being a merciful Providence to her, that that Di- 
vine Life, which ſhone ſo bright through the Veil of Morta- 
lity, .might not bc in danger to be extinguiſhed and oppreſſed 
by a longer Continuance under the weight and- preſſure of 
ſluggiſh and dull Fleſh and Blood. 

Give me leave farther to repeat (not as if you were jigno- 
rant of it, but that I may attempt ſomething to break and 
diſpel that Cloud of Sorrow which ſeems to ſit heavy upon 
your Brows) what the Divine Plato tells us, that true Philo- 
ſophy is nothing but x47 Ixvers, a Meditation of 
Death ; z. e. the Separation of the Soul from its. cloſe adhe- 
ſion to the Body, that in that abſtracted and ſilent State, it 
might more freely coatemplate Truth, and the bright 7dea's 
of the incorporeal World. And there is great Reaſon for 
this : For (as the fame contemplative Philoſopher informs us) 
when the Body, with all its Train of Luſts and Aﬀettions, 
ſhall by a kind of Magical Devocation draw the Animadyerſion 
after it, the Mind is filled with a kind of Tumult , and ſtruck 
with Amazement, &5: pr SurdcIui Un? auTE xo op! THAy- 
Ys; and, by this means is rendred unable and uncapable to 
diſcern the Face of Truth. 

Wherefore he that would philoſophize aright, and attain 
the Height and Perfe&tion of Humane Nature, muſt learn to 
die to the Body, and ſeparate himſelf from all Contagion 
of the Animal Life, and have no farther Communication with 
it than pure Neceſlity requires. For this DisjunCtion and Se- 
paration of the Soul from Senſe and Corporeity, is a Prelude 
to her Immortality, and the raiſing her from this obſcure Life - 
ſhe leads in the Body, to a Capacity of converſing with the 
Root and Centre of all Life in more pure and defecate Re- 
gions, 


And 


| 6g | 
And now in this Philoſophy, Placidia was an excellent and 
early Proficient, having rarely well learned the Art of ſub- 


jugating all Corporeal Motions, Afﬀections, and Deſires, to 
the Imperium, and Rule of the IntelleQual Life ; never ſuffer- 


any youthful Pleaſures or Delights, to betray her to an 


In 
Adtion of Ignominy or Shame ; but uſing ſuch innocent Di- 
verſions, as only ſerved for the unbending and Relaxation of 
the Mind for a while, that it might return with freſh Alacri- 
ty and Vigour to a preſs Obſervance of” the great End of her 
Creation. She never was taken with any of thoſe Foolerics 
and ſecular Vanities, with which her Sex is the moſt eaſily 
betrayed, chuſing rather a becoming Neatneſs than affected 
Curioſity in her Dreſs ; and ſpending that Time in her Clo- 
ſet, and the ſecret Retirements between God and her own 
Soul, which others would ' more vainly conſume, inter ped7i- 
nem @ ſpeculum, Nor ought you to wonder to fee your 
Placidia 1n ſuch a Philoſophical Garb, while ſhe endeavoured 
after that, which you and I labour for, and which is not only 
the Top and Summity of Platoniſm , but of .Chriſtian Philo- 
ſophy it ſelf. For what elſe is this dying to the. Animal and 
Corporeal Life in Platoniſm, but only the Chriſtian Mortifi- 
. cation of all our Earthly Luſts and Paſſions? Or what 0- 
ther, is the raiſing of the Soul to behald and unite with that 
Firſt and Original Pulchritude, bnt in the Chriſtian Dialect, 
a Participation of the Divine Nature? And can you now 
over-lament, that Death hath perfe&ed that «xiezas or 
Wetouds Þ \uwWs om TE ewuxT0, Separation or Sejun- 
&ion of the Soul from the Body, which Placidia herſelf had 
ſo happily begun ? Eſpecially ,, when you conſider that by 
this praCtical Meditation, ſhe daily made Death familiar to 
her, and by dreſling up atore-hand her Soul for Immortality, 
verified what in the conſtant courſe of her Sickneſs ſhe would 
frequently ſay, that ſhe was not afraid to die, nor diſturbed at 
the Name or Thoughts of that King of Terrors, having al- 
ready become dead to all the Blandiſhments and Ineſcations 
of Senſe, and, by an early Piety ſhown her ſelf only alive to 
God and Vertue, For doubtleſs nothing more fatally threa- 
tens the utter ExtinCtion of the Diviner Powers of the Soul, 
and takes away all Care of a Future State, than the luxuriant 
growth of the Animal Life, And therefore thoſe that ad- 
| dict 
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dict themſelves wholly to Senſuality, -they do (as Cicero De Conſc- 
ſpeaks) ſtertere potius quam ullo paFo wivere, ſnort rather than 
any way live; or more fully, according to: the Apoſtle, they , Tims 6. 


are dead while they live; that State only being worthy to be 
called Life, when the Soul is united to, and made one with the 
Divine Nature. 

Moreover, if you look upon Death in a Phyſical Sence, 
you ſhall find it only the Conſopition, or laying aſleep of 
ſome Faculties, that others may awake and att in their 
ſtead. And when the Terreſtrial Congruity is either natu- 
rally unwound, or violently broken aſunder, another and 
more large Capacity and Degree of Life immediately a- 
wakes. For, queſtionleſs, the Soul of Man was made by the 
eternal Wiſdom, with a Capacity of being united with ſome 
other Matter beſide Fleſh and Blood, as not only -the Hea- 
venly Body promiſed us at the ReſurreQion, but the Place 
of our Habitation and Abode do evidently declare. And 
that between Death and the RefurreQion, ſhe ſhould be ut- 
terly ſtript and unbared of all Matter, is hard to conceive, 
eſpecially when both the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, and 
the Stories of Apparitions in all Ages ſo fairly invite us to 
think- that an Aereal or Ethereal Body will naturally fall 
'to her ſhare, ſo ſoon as ſhe hath quitted the Terreſtri- 
al. So that there is no fear of any ones being loſt, or that 
all Life is extinguiſhed vpon the Death of the Body ; but a 
higher Power , which has indeed been laid aſleep in this 
Earthly Body, takes its turn, and the Soul is ſo much the 
more happy, by how much larger that Sphere of Life is into 
which ſhe 1s awakened by her Diſunion from the Ferreſtrial 
Body. | | 

To go out of this Body, is for the Soul to aſcend, to go 
forward, to diſpread herſelf, and to have larger Faculties ; 
but to deſcend, is to go backward, and to pinion herſelf, 
and fall into the moſt inert and ſluggiſh Life of all. Hence 
the learned Origen doubted not to ſay, *agyy JrvdTrs jy im 
Ys yevens, that our Terreſtrial Nativity 1s really the be- 
inning of Death : Becauſe when we come into theſe Bodies, 
our nobler Faculties are then contrated and laid aſleep , 
and we fink down from a better and freer to a worſe and 
. narrower State of Life. This was it which made that Royal 

| ; Prophet 


{6) 
P/al. 120. Prophet bemoan himſelf, Wo is me that 1 ſojourn in Meſe:*, 
3. which .the Septuagint thus renders ——— on Txe onus us 
trop, that my Pilgrimage is prolonged ; intimating that 
in this Earthly Body, he was in a foreign Country, and at 
a . vaſt diſtance from his - Native home, And it was the 
weight and preſſure of this cadaverous Body , that made 
Rom. 7.24. St. Paul cry out, O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall diver 


me, ih Ts owueres TE Years TSS, from this Body of 


Death! And leſt we ſhould think that this was ſpoken out of 
a ſudden Fit of Diſcontent, upon the Labours and Troubles 
he had and did daily undergo, he poſitively affirms, that we 
2 Core 5.4. that are in this Tabernacle do groan being burdened; namely, 
with the weight of our Earthly - Bodies. Here it is that the 
Soul is denied the ſight of that Eternal Pulchritude, . whic! 
ſhe once ſaw with open Face, but now converſes with it as i 
were in a Dream, and the Obſcurity .of. a -NoGQturnal. Vi- 
ſion, beholding but a-glimpſe of it through: the Cranies of 
Mortality ; partly becauſe -the Place of her Abode, and 
the Condition of her Life mix'd with the various Inquina- 
tions of Earth, diſtra&t her Attention from | that lovely 
Spetacle. For that uniform Beauty deſcending from above, 
- muſt needs appear leſs, and change its Nature, when falle: 
among the foul Embraces and Twinings of Terreſtrial Joys : 
Like a River emptying its Channel into the brackiſh Sea, 
' retains a while its ſweet Waters; but when the rude Winds 
and Waves aſſault their weaker Force, they are ſoon ſwal- 
lowed up, and loſe both their Name and Nature in the 
Boſom of their more potent Adverſary. Thus it is with 
us in our Earthly Bodies; but when we are ſet at liberty, 
and delivered from theſe Jails, we enter upon a State of a 
more enlarged Life, and new Scenes of Things preſent them- 
ſelves to our View, and our Souls begin to find their 
Wings to grow again, whereby they ſoar aloft in the 
undiſturbed Manſions of Bleſſedneſs, where their Faces 
are never turned from that Inteile&ual Sun that ſhines with 
uninterrupted Beams npon them, 

Think with your ſelf now, Sir, that if departed Souls 
know any thing that is done here befow, and it were per- 
-mitted to Placidia to give you a Viſit, whether ſhe would 

; not 
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not meekly, and with a Filial Aﬀection, deſire you to put 
a ſtop to your Sorrow, and let you know that the bleſſed 
Genii have ather Apprehenfions of Things than we poor 
Mortals have, and call them by other Names: What we 
call Death, they term Life; and when we ſay we celebrate 
the Funerals of our Friends, the Inhabitants of the upper 
World, call it their Natalitia or __ and therefore 
that you would not take her departure from you fo hea- 
Py, ſince it was the joyfulleſt Day that ever ſhe ſaw be- 
fore. 

: Thus the Indian. Brachmans philoſophized , affirming the 
Life of Man to be like the State of the Fetus in the Womb, 
Tov ff Metro , JAveow &5 FT ovTns folov a, T future , 
and Death to be the Birth to Tife truly ſo called, to a Life of 
- Peace and Quietneſs in the happy Receptacles and Manſions 
6f Spirits., where the bright Day is never intercepted by 
Clouds and Darkneſs, but an eternal Serenity overſpreads the 
whole Face of Heaven. Nay, the barbarous Thracians and 
Scythians, were not altogether eſtranged from this piece of 
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Ancient Wiſdom, Yalerius Maximus reporting of them, that 7, x. « «. 


they uſed Feaſtings and publick Rejoicings at the Funerals 12. 
of their Friends, becauſe they believed that when they died, 
their Souls were releaſed from the troubleſome Circumſtances 
of a calamitous Life, and paſſed into more happy and blef- 
ſed Regions. You ſee then, my Friend, what little Cauſe 
you have to bewail the Death and Abreption of your dear 
Placidia from you, who is not loſt, but taken into a higher 
Place and Degree in the City of the Great King. The Bird 
of Paradiſe is nncag'd, that ſhe may take her flight to her 
Native Land. She is gone to all her Friends, Relations, and 
Acquaintance, that went hence in the Fear of God, and the 
Exerciſe of a-good Conſcience, who no doubt but met her 
with Joy and Triumph, and after the unſpeakable way that 
ſeparate Souls diſcourſe, congrarulated her fafe Arrival to 
the Society of bleſſed Spirits ; which is thus ſet forth by the 
Oracle, when conſulted touching the Soul of Plotinus, and its 


pallage to the Happy State: 
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Heroum blandis ſpirantem lentter auris : 

Htic ubi amicitia eſt, ubi molli fronte Cupido 
Letitia replens liquidd, patiterq; repletus 
_— ab Ambroſzis fiecundo e Numine riv1s. 
Unde ſerena quies caſtorum & dulcis amorum 
Illecelra ac placidi ſuaviſſima flamina Fenti. 


Which I find thus Engliſhed - 


when he teft the 


Of Heroes where their bleſſed Souls retzre, 
Where ſofteſt Winds do as ſoft Foys tnſprre : 
Here dwells chaſt Friendſhip with ſo pure a Flame, 2 


And now you're come to th Happy Ouire : 


That Love knows no Satiety or Shame, 

But gives and takes new Foys, and yet is ſtill the ſame. 

Th Ambroſian Fountams with freſh Phajure ſpring, 

And gentle Zephyrus does new Odours bring. 

Theſe Gifts for inoffenſive Eaſe are lent, 

And both conſpire to make Love innccent.. 

"If it-were a mighty Pleaſure to Socrates to think , that 
ody, he ſhould go toe Aa and 1190, 


to Orpheus and Muſeu, and all thoſe Holy Souls, that fill anc 
make up the Chorus of Immortal Love: What enraviſhing 
Joy ? What pleaſing Emotions of Spirit ſhould it beget in 
you, to be aſſured that Placridia is gone to Abrabam, 1/aas 
atid Facob, to. the Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, and to all 
that have done good in their Generations ; but, above all, 
- _ , Who loved and redeemed her with his own 
Blood ' 


I know it is a common Argument, and frequently made 


ule of upon ſuch Occaſions as this, to. tell you that ſhe is re- 
moved from all thoſe Evils a Terreſtrial Body is obnoxious 
to; yet hath it great Truth and Weight in-the Conſideration 
of it. For though the Days of Man upon Earth be few, and 
his Life contraQted into a narrower ſpace than in the firſt 


Ages of the World when Nature was in her youthful Gaiety, 


yet they are full of Mifery and Calamity, and eyery A& of 
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Lifeis divided into many Scenes of Sorrow, We begin our 
Days with weeping, and the firſt Tribute we pay to the 
Light of the Sun, is to any”: him with a Tear agg watry 
Eyes, as a ſure Preſage of our future Miſery. And if we out- 
tive the Chances of Childhood, and arrive to the Exerciſe of 
our diſcriminative Faculties, and make our choice of that 
variety of Inſtances the World preſents unto us, we go 
from a leſs to a greater degree of Afliftion. For whereas 
before we could only grieve and ſigh under a preſent Pain, 
now our Grief is redoubled by reflefting on it, and we are 
the more miſerable by knowing that we are ſo. Thoſe yery 
Diſeaſes that carfy alittle Infant with quietneſs to its Grave, 
force us into effeminate Ejulations and Impatience ; and all 
becauſe our Apprehenſions and Reflexive AQts are greater 
than a Childs. Should we view Man in his declining State, 
when his Sun is ſetting'and leaving the Horizon of Time, and 
we ſhall find' old Age like a teeming Womb, full of Miſcries 
-and Sorrows; a rough and uneven Path, wherein Death be- 
comes a welcome Reſpite and breathing Place, to recover our 
Spirits wearied with the Troubles of this Life, and inables 
us to reſume our progreſs to Immortality, In a word, cor- 
roding Cares, diſappointments of our Hopes and Expectations, 
Croſſes, and doletut Circumſtances, Sickneſſes and Diſcaſes, 
make up the ſumm of Humane Life. Beſides this, when a 
good Perſon refleas upon the Depravity and Wickedneſs of 
the World, the ſtench whereof is ready to choak him, he is 
ſenſibly pained, and cannot but teſtifie his inward Grief by 
his Tears. But now Death removes him from all the Objects 
of his Diſlike and - Averſation, and the Grave puts an end ro 
all Humane Miſeries : There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
there the weary be at reſt; There the Priſoners reſt together, they 
hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor. > And as for Moral Evils, there 
is an end to them likewiſe: For holy Souls are out of the 
reach of the fly Tempter, nor can the crooked Serpent wind 
himſelf again into the Celeſtial Paradie, ; 

But after all,it is not my Meaning nor Deſign to perſuade you 
to an o50gyic,, or putting off natural Aﬀedtion; nor by a Stoi- 
cal Stubbornneſs of Mind to become inſenfible of your Af- 


Aition, For the better any Man is, the more paſſive is his 
| B 2 Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution either. for Joy or Grief,- and the more ſubje® to 
theſe. harmleſs Paſſions; «3090 apidxrueves evd"gts, the beſt 
and moſt Heroical Perſons are the readieſt upon a ſad Acci- 
dent to overflow with Tears.. Thus the Son of. God ſhow'd 
the tendernefs. of. his Spirit. at the - Grave. of Zazaruw, and 
could not withhold. his Tears,, — Jeſus wept.. 

Nor. would I. have you to forget. Placidia., and. caſt her 
Image quite:out. of you Mind, as the manner of too-many is, 
who when they have interr'd.the Bodies of. their. Friends, and 
the Solemnity is over, think themſelves. no more concerned 
in them, than if they had: never been: For: both Nature and 
Religion allow. us, to remember them, with all that Eſteem 
and Honour that. is-dve to ſuperior Beings, whom-the Lord of 
the Univerſe has grac'd with ſignal Marks of his Fayour in the 
Regions of. Paradifſe.. 

Whenever. therefore you admit: her. into: your. Thoughts, 
let it not be as ſhe was in her. earthly Tabernacle; with al] 
thoſe Diſadvantages and Alterations. that..Death made in it, 
when he was. pulling it down; but rather: repreſent her to 
your felf in thoſe bright Robes in which ſhe converſes with 
bleſſed Spirits, where the external Shape faithfully. anſwers 
the inward Pulchritude of the Soul, and the yielding Matter 
is framed according to the. beautiful 7dea preſented by the 
Mind to the Plaſtick Life. Here are the living Rays-of Ver- 
tue, which if it ever could be viſible tothe Eye, muſt be 
diſcovered-in the lovely. Countenances and graceful. Motions 
of theſe Holy Souls, This. was it which made Cato in :Tully's 
Book de Sene@tute., as if he had ſeen ſomething already of 
the State of thoſe Immortal. Geniz,, ſo deſirous to haſten to. 
them ; O -praclarum diem cum. ad illud Divinum Animorum con- 


_ cilium, cetumq; proficiſcar, cumg; ex bac turba & colluvione diſ- 
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cedan! O glorious day, when T ſhall go to:the great Aſſembly of 
bleſſed Souls, and be delivered from this Crowd, and that Dungeon 
wherein I live! And. Cicero elſewhere tells. us, that, nothing 
was more pleaſant to him, than: (when he conſidered and .con- 
templated the future State of: the Soul) to be confident and 
aſſured of the eternal and happy State of his Daughter... And 
if this were ſo to him, who lived upon the ſtrength of naked. 
and thin Reaſon, what ſhould it be to us, who have as _ 

and, 
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and' pabynyle a- Demonſtration of the Souls futrire Felicity as 
can be deſired, in theReſurre&ion and- Aſcenſion'of our Bleſ- 
ſed. Saviour ? With-what Tranſports of Joy ſhould we meet. 
our approaching Fate, when. we are leaving this Region of 
Malediction, : wherein our Souls are entomb'd in our Bodies ? 
And when we.aſcend to thoſe Immortal Manſions, where 
our Joy: is- never interrupted by. any Cloud of Sorrow, 
where Love 1s-without any Diſſimulation or Luſt; and where 
all is Life and. Happineſs for evermore? And truly it 
ſeems. evident to me, that Placidia had ſome Prelibations 
of this glorious State, which vigorouſly poſſeſſed her Sou], 
even. in.the very laſt; moment of her Life, when opening 
her' Eyes that were more than half ofercaſt and clouded 
with the Shadow of Death; and looking upon her mourning 
Relations, with a chearful Smile, ſhe took her laſt Farewe} 
of- them and all the World. When- all other Powers and: 
Faculties of-the bodily Life were. fallen- aſleep, this ſhe left 
as.the only ,Teſtimony then remaining of that exalted - ſenfe: 
ſhe had of thoſe Heavenly Pleaſures ſhe was going to-cnjoy. 
Here. it. was: indeed. that ſhe excelPd her ſelf, and- here 
ſhow'd-the Gallantry of her intemerated Youth, and how 
far true Vertue and Religion will prevail above all earthly 
Things: ', © % SE 
-- There is a certain Greatneſs in the mind of Man, which 
Chriſtianity came not to extinguiſh , but to confirm and 
advance, - by better Arguments. than the choiceſt Ethnick 
Philoſophy. could. ever: furniſh us withal, whereby a Man is 
xrried out-in an; even Calmneſs . of Spirit, not only- to at-- 
> great Things, but to a noble ſufferance, and a Will 
purely: conformable to the Will of Heaven in the moſt cala- 
mitous Accidents, and ſuch as the moſt nearly touch a Man's 
ſlIf, under- a. full aſſurance that: all Things are ordered by a. 
benign and righteous Providence, which as it- ſorts all Beings 
according to the. preyious- Diſpoſitions of their Minds, ſo 
takes the moſt particular: Care. of vertuous Souls... And if a. 
Perſon may; (as there is no doubt of it) double the Provi- 
dence” of. Heaven. in this: Life, by the conſtant and ſincere: 
Praftice. of Religion.and Vertne:; your poor Placidza went. 
not.away-from hence,, without a double Guardiance, . it being. 
| 5 : doubtfu],. 


_ .anda too-fond love of theſe earthly Bodies 


:x Cor. 15. 
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doubtful x) whether Goodneſs were more- her choice than 
inſpired into: her; ede- weipe, by a divine- Fate-(-as the 


PFlatoniſts ſpeak) which as it condutted” her into this World 
for the Trial of her Vertues, ſo carried her off happily to 
obtain-'the great Bagptoy, 'Reward of all Her” Labours and 
Contentions, from a- Judge as kind -and-mereiful as juſt. 
Which of all Things in the World oughit not” only to allay 
your Grief, but adminiſter a mighty occaſion of rejoicing, in 
being under God the Author of the Life and Being, of fo 
happy a Creature that is now gone to the bleſſed Regions of 
Holy and Immortal Spirits.” ' EIT 7 - 

Indeed if there were an! utter 'extintion and going out of 
Being when wedie, or that our Souls flept with their- Bodies 
in the cold Clods of :the Earth, then-I know not whether 


we ſhould have Tears enough left to bewail our Children, 
whom-an-unkind -Fate  bereaves us'6f in the Flower of their 


Years.” But both theſe proceeding from dark” Melancholy, 
"iran make no Im- 
preſſion upon a truly Religions and Philoſophical Spirit, 
who. would ſooner endure the tearing of his Limbs aſun- 


der. than ſuffer-fuch heavy and 'cold Conezits to entomb his - 
Mind \ 39 108 © -'þ 


1 ſhall not go about to prove the Immortality of the Soul 
from Philoſophical Principles, fine you':know' very well 


where it is treated of in that kind on purpoſe, but only 


affirm that the contrary overthrows -the whole Deſign of 


Religion ;-which way of arguing T' ſhall: briefly touch upon, 


not: knowing but this'Letter may'eome into le skilfnl hands 


than your 'own, ' If 4n1 this Life oaly'e haws- hope im Chiift, 


(ſays the Apoſtle) we are of all Men moſt "miſerable: If all the 
Advantages we reap from the Goſpel are'terminated in this 


Pife, and our hope of future Happinefs end with our few 
.and evil days, we that are Chriſtians are the moſt nnhappy 


Perſons, the moſt proper Objeas'of- Compaſſion in the 
World. "To-what end or purpoſe came the Goſpel? Or was 


ir the Deſign of that everlaſting GoodneFs, which is ſo plen- 
-tifully diffuſed and ſpread over the'whole Creation, to make 
our ſhort Life a continued A 'of Calamity :and Sorrow ? 
Can Heaven's righteous -Ruler take pletſhre in betraying 


the 


S_ eo. ns. ates iis i 


: (12 

the- innocent Credulity of the moft harmleſs Men in the 
World ? Shall the wicked live by Rapine and Injuſtice, and 
freely enjoy whatever Pleaſure their Natures are capable of, 
and ſhall only Vertne and Righteouſneſs be the unhappy 
Objefts of: Miſery. and' AﬀiQion ? If this be the. Order of 
that eternal Juſtice which rules and governs the World, ſure 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Equity are but idle Names, 
and *tis our Fancies that have made: the diſtinQtion between 
Good and Evil. How much more bleſſed are they who ne- 
ver heard the ſound of the Goſpel, or having heard it, ſtopt 
their Ears againſt thoſe alluring Charms, than thoſe that 
have lived in a faithful Obedience to it, and. waded even 
through. a Sea of Blood to their long expe&ed Joy ,. and 
are at laſt deprived of it ? The Epicurean DoQtrine, Let us 


eat and drink, for to morrow we die; let us take our Portion 


. of 'good things-while we are here, and live jovially, for this 
is our Portion; and our Lot is this; were both noble. and 
o_ if this were true, that our Spirits vaniſhed like the 

eting. Air when we depart this Life. But our Hopes are 
grounded upon: a deep and firm Foundation; for if we be- 


titeve there is ſnch a Being as God in the World, any Provi- 


dence preſiding oyer the Aﬀairs of Mankind, his Veracity and 
Truth wilt ſecure our future State. For he having ſo uni- 
verſally- declared to all Men by the Voice of Nature, but. 


more fully. by Chriſtianity ,, the Immortality and Perſonal 
Subſiſtence- of the Soul after Death, it wovld lie as an eter- 
nal Blot upon this moſt precions Attribute, if there were 
really no fiich-thing to beexpeced. Nor 1s the Jultice of 
God leſs concerned in this Aﬀair, a great part of which con- 
fiſts in a faithful 'Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments 
all which were utterly loſt, unleſs the ſouls of Men ſubſiſt after 
Death, and be capable of Pleaſure and Pain. 

 Andas for that extravagant Dream.that the: Soul ſleeps with 
the Body in the Grave till the Day of the Reſurre&ion, Iam 
bold to ſay, That Senſvality .is the Patroneſs of this heart- 


lefs Opinion. The Nature of the Soul of Man is ſuch, as. 


makes it capable of Moral Good -and Evil; and for this Rea- 

fon, every Man fatally adjoyning himſelf either to Heayen or 

Hell in this Life, it will inevitably fall to his ſhare to be Hap- 
| | PY 
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'py or Miſerable when depaftad out of-it: Which cannot be, 
except the Memory and Senſe. of this paſt AQions return, up- 
-on his Separation from the Body: And -that.t does fo, is not 
only a. probable; but. neceſſary Gonſequence fromthe Nature of 
the Soul. Now the Pleaſure and-Pain reſulting from Good 
-and Evil A&tions, will, not ſuffer, the, Soulto; tall -into ſuch a 
'Stupour and Lethargick Sleep. God is/not the God of the 
"Dead, but of the Living ; for all live unto. him, ſaid our Lord, 
'But if the Souls of Men fall into ſo permanent a Sleep, they 
are dead, or rather annihilated (for not to/Be, and not to be 
conſcious of ones Being, are much one) and their Recuperation 
to Life, isto-them a$4t were a, new. Creation, neither know 
they why they are elther Rewarded or. Puniſhed, becauſe 
Death and that Narcotick. State which immediately follows it 
(according to this fottiſh Fancy) waſhes away-the Memory of 
all paſt ARtions whatever. .To..this we may. add ithe Appa-_ 
rition of Moſes and Elias in. their Celeſtial Robes to our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour at his Transfiguration upon Monnt Tabor, when his 
Face ſhone like the Sun, and his Rayment became white as the 
Light, and thoſe two Divine Perſonages foretold the good 
Events of his Death, and ſpake words of comfort to him un- 
der the Conſideration of his Inglorious Paſſion : Which is an 
evident proof that the Souls of, Loſes. and Elias did not 
fleep when they left their Bodies, but that they now live and 
att in the Felicities of Jeſus, to whom, in the days of his 
Fleſh, they brought Relief and Comfort. Nor can- I ſee how 
the Soul of the Thief on the Croſs could be with-our Saviour 
in Paradiſe, or if it were there, what. advantage it could 
Teap, if immediately upon its ſeparation ,from- the. Body, it 
fell into ſuch a deep ſleep as not to be awakened but by the 
ſound of the laſt Trumpet. And as little Reaſon can be given 
why the Apoſtles Aﬀections ſhould be carry'd out in ſuch a 
longing delire to depart and to be with Chriſt, if to be with 
Chriſt were to ſleep till the Day of. Judgment, in the cold 

Sods of the Earth. | 
But to paſs on to ſome other Conſiderations, one or other 
of which may perchance be as -a Word ſpoken in Seaſon, and 
prove ſubſervient for the reviving a languiſhing and ſorrow- 
ful Spirit, Do we not ſe all Things in Nature haſten to 
F 
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a Decay ? The hoary Winter cuts off all the Summer's Pride 
and Glory, and Trees and Herbs deſpoiled of their green 
and leavy Coverings lie as dead, till the return of the Sun, 
uy He genital Heat of Nature, raiſe them to a new and 
reſh; Life again, Are not Beaſts, and Fowls, and Fiſhes, and 
the whole Animal Kingdom, in a perpetual Mutation and 
Succeſſion ? Nay, the Heavenly Bodies themſelves are not ex- 
moped from Mortality and Corruption, as is evidently ſeen 
inthe appearing of new Stars, unknown before, and the ſud- 
den diſappearing-of old ones, and in the Trajection of Comets 
thoſe vaſt and ominous Bodies through the Skirts of the Sun's 
Yortex above the Orb of Saturn, The Sun himſelf, the 
eommon Focus ,, that imparts Life and Heat to ſo many 
Worlds which keep their conſtant Circulations about him, 
yet ſeems to prognoſticate his own Death and ExtinEtion, by 
thoſe Macule. or Spots carried around his Face. . And can 
you-think a tender Body of Fleſh and Blood, though fearfully 
and wonderfully made , yet conſiſting of mortal Principles, 
ſhould not die and periſh? But though Death may prey 
upon, and conſume the Elements of our Terreſtrial Compoſi- 
tion ,. yet the Soul remains ſafe and entire ; and when 
clothed vpon with her Heavenly and Angetical Body, will 
be perfectly. out of the reach of Fate, and ſecure in the Poſ- 


fflion of that bright and glorious Life, which is juſtly faid to. 


be eternal. | 
+. But you will ſay, Placidia was taken away in the Flower 


of her Youth, and you are bereaved of the Comfort of your 
Old Ape. . © I acknowledge, indeed, that Children are one 
© of the greateſt Temporal Bleſſings Men are capable of in this 
© Life;-and therefore the being, deprived of them, is one 
< of the greateſt Temporal Infelicities They are ſo many 
© Images of our ſelves, and by them we are in a ſort kept 
© from the devouring Jaws of Silence and Forgetfulneſs, and 
 havea kind of Immortality imparted to us in this World. 
© In them is contained the ſtraiteſt and neareſt Bond of Friend- 
© ſhip, and they are the greateſt Comfort and Support of 
© our Old Age. . All living Creatures ſeem to acknowledge 


* ſomething, of this Pleaſure and Sweetneſs in bringing up 


* their Young Ones. But what then ? Is the loſs of them 
| C | oO 
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to their 
ſplendid and 


5 is? ' 1. That there be ſome Head or 

Supreme. 2. That they be all goyerned by the fame Laws. 
3- That they all drive on the ſame common Deſign for the 
Publick G And ſdch is the Natnre and Conſtirution of 
this Celeſtial Polity ; foraftninch' as the Angels, and vertu- 
ous Souls, and good Menupe mh, have all one Supreme 
Head and Governor, even” Jefis , the Sovereign Lord 
. of the whale Creation,” And their Faws. are exattly and 
perfeRly the ſame, veng: noriung but the eternal Sanctions 
of Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Goodneſs ; 'and hence we 
defire a yerfeft Correſpondence with the Angelicat Pat- 
tern in our Obedience to the Will of God, that it may be 
done an Earth as it is in Heaven, And laſtly, they all unite 
and joiid is the carrying on, and promoting the fame Great 
Intereſt and Deſign ; namely, the Diffuſion- and Communi- 
cation of the Bleſſed Life and Nature of God to all capable 
Subjets. So that it is only. our falſe Apprehenſions of 
= Thines, 
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Things, that creates all the Evil and AfMiction of our Minds. 
And if we would take Things by the right handle, aad con- 
ifder the. varions circumſtances of Life and Death, as they 
are in themſelves, and unmix'd with our vain Fanties of 
them, we might free our ſelves from a very great part of 
our Miſery and Trouble :; As is excelleatly well repreſented 
. bythe Muſe of that incomparably learned Perſon, Dr. H, Afore, 

at the end of his Philoſophical Poems. 


Where's now the Objed# of thy Fears, 
Needleſs Sighs and fruitleſs Tears ? 
They be all gone like 1dls Dream, 

. Suggeſted by the Body's Steam. 
0 Cave of Horrors black as Pitch! 
. © "Dark Den of SpeBres, that bewitch 
| . The weal'ned Fancy, ſore affright 
With the grim Shades of griſely Night. 
-*. ' What's Plagite and Priſon? Loſs of Friends ? 
' Wr, Dearth, and Death, that all Things ends ? 
 Ffeer Bugbears for the Childiſh Mz 
Pure panick Terrers of the blind. 
ColletZ thy Sel into owe Sphere 
Of Light, and *bowe the Earth it rear. 
Thoſe woe ſeater d The oy that rf 
cly in the World asſper 
Cl in : Thy Spirit thus knit in one 
Fair tucid Orb ;, thoſe Fears be gone 
Like vain Impoſtures of the Night, 
That fly before the Morning bright; 
Then, with pure Eyes, thou ſhalt bebold 
. How the firſt Goodneſs doth enfold 
All Things in loving tender Arms - 
That deemed Miſchiefs are no Harms, 
Bret ſovereign Salves ;, and skilful cures 
Of greater Woes the World endures , 
That Man's ſtout Soul may win a State 
Fat raid above thereach of Fate. 


C 2 Say 


* ba | 
' Say now that your Daughter was'taken-away-in-her Youth, 
and the Prime of her Years," yet ought 'not' this to be ac- 
counted any'harm 'or detriment,” but rather ta: be reckoned 
a Bleſſing, according to that common Proverb, © 
On nn, wy diligit Dent, 
Fuvens Supremum” Mortis mtrat lenaitem.. 
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To this Sence., 


Whom God encircles with"bis' Love, 
He takes in Touth to Joys above. 


For Youth is. commonly more intemerated and unſpotted , 
and free from thoſe Vices and Temptations that older Age 
'ts obnoxious to, The Soul .is then more Divine, and its 
Aﬀections more united | with' that eternal -Pulchrirude, that 
' trradiates holy Minds," than' when 'it is diftrated* with the 
Cares of the World, * or ſank into the Love of Riches, earthly 
Pleaſures, and the vain Aﬀettation of Honours,” the uſual 
Baits of elder Years. Beſides, you. know not” but'it might 
be a merciful Proviſion of a benigi” Providence” to: her, not 
. enly to: be delivered from the Snares and Temptations: of an 
- untoward World, bnt that ſhe might nor'participate of thoſe 
Miferies and Calamities fo which a'longer ering might 
have expos'd her. Hence (if we' give” Credit to. the Poets) 
it was reckoned as a Blefling 'of ' the*Gods 'to+ Hercules and 
Achilles, that they were :both taken away in the full ſtrength 
and yigour both of their” Bodies 'and "Minds; And happy 
doubrleſs are they, "who neither con(frained-by the defects 
of Nature, and the Fatignes of old Age, nor yet broken 
with Miſeries, and weary of living ; but part with this World, 
though in their juvenile Years, with a ſedate and compoſed 
Mind, devolving themſelves wholly upon that eternal Provi- 
dence, which aſſuredly a&s and* does all Things always for 
phe beſt; " | | 3 
And yet if we calculate Things aright; the-Account of Life 
35 not to be taken by the number of Years, but from the 
Lime that has been ſpent in adorning and perfefting - 
Md 
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. Mind in Virtue-and Goodneſs, '.And a Perſon may truly, be 
fad to have lived a great while in a few: Years. Cardan re-. 
ors of one Simultis,, who ordered this to be engraven. on his, 
Fomb, Here lies Sumilis; who was a: great many Tears. old, but. 
bad kved only ſeven ;, accounting that only Life which had been 
ſpent in Vertue; thus many Men die before they begin to 
Uve... . For certainly it, is:the. .moſt, miſerable thing: in the 
World, to live to all athers,, and. not to live at all to one's 
ſelf ; that Life being not, to be called ours, which is not ſome 
way. or other laid out-in_ the benefiting of the Mind, A4ri- 
ſotle my (jr at the River Aypants, there are a: ſort of little 
Animals which live. but one day, being .;born with the riſing 
Sun, and dying with his ſetting Beams, ' Upon which Twlly 
thus diſcourſes, Confer noſtram. longiſſimam: etatem, &Cc.. 5, e. do Tuſe. 22: 
tut compare our longeſt Age with Eternity, and we ſhall be found & *- 
almoſt in the ſame. brevity, with thoſe little Creatures, From 
whence-he excellently inferrs, . that therefore we ought to over- 
ok all theſe Fooleries, and place the whole ſumm of a good 
| Life in the Strength and Greatneſs of our Minds, in a con- 
.. tempt and undervaluing of Humane Things, and in the pro- 
ſecution of Vertue. | 
; Now. as to-that other part of being a comfort and ſupport 
to..QId Age that is coming 0n,. there is none that knew the 
Sweetnels of Placidia's.' Temper, aiid, that tender affeQtion ſhe 
bare. to you, but will eaſily be ſati-fed that nothing which 
were.in her Power ſhould have been wanting to you; yet 
how. far that might extend, being utterly unknown through. 
the, Lubricities and Contingencies of Humane Life, had her 
Days been protracted, and, ſhe had been only. in capacity ta 
have afforded Afliſtance either to your Infirmities or Calami; 
ties, by her compaſſionate Tears and. Prayers, this muſt needs 
have added conliderably to. a preſent Afﬀlittion, But he that 
gonkiders that the very bairs:of our Heads are. all numtred.; and 
| _ That a Sparrow cloſes not its Wings on Earth, but the watch- 
"Hl Eye of Heavea obſerves its Fall;. and that ag. Almighty 
and” Beneficent Providence interpoſes in all Humane Afﬀeairs, 
and paſſes through all. things, clothing the Flowers of the 
_ Field with (exquiſiteneſs and variety of Beauty, and pro- 
Xiding for the Fowls of the Air, myſt conclude that no, Man 
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' he fays, that they have a humane Figure of _ 
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is neglete&d of HedyEn's Cate, bit he that firſt falls ſhort in 
che Fxeftiſe of firs Duty, AAd He that*is bereaved of one 
Comfort uþ6i the taking good uſe of ſuch a forrowful Ac- 
cident;,” is eommotily. bleſſed with a double return of Kindneſs 
Hine other"way, | 


© But! becavſe the \— wer of Jour Difaſter calls more 
than otdinarily for affiſtance ; and” fiiice I began with ſome 
Platonical Conſiderations, I frall condude this Letter with 
fottiething from thence to our preſent purpoſe, Irene: 
hath theſe Words, Pleniſſim? atten Doin doedit, &c. 1. e, 
Our Lord mae; ft my taught wes,- that Souls do not only conti- 
Me" after Death, but | ' at remember the Atfions and 
Omiſfions of their Life paſt. And in the ng dapter, 

a Puniane Shape whereby the 
may be known, as alſo that they rerember the things here _ 
Earth, There is no donbt then, but Platidia Nil bears a 
filial reſpe&t for yor, atd'is ready tv affift you by what ways 
ſhe cat, that is, by her Prayers, ' For Memory being a radi- 
Ered Faculty of the' Soul, remains entire even after her Se- 
paration from the Body: And the memory of all the Tranf- 
attions iti this Life reviving it the next, her Goodneſs and 
Plety Eifinot makes her fofgerful of thoſt ſhe has left behind 
her here of Earth, be; tarneſtly defirous they may 
partake of the fatne Felicity ſhe enjoys. For the having ex- 
perienced the preffore, uneaſineſs, and miſery, that attends 
our earthly State, will be a very powerful Inducement to 
affiſt thoſe that yet labour under the barden of it. And 
this perhaps may be one Reaſon of that officions Solicitouſ- 
nefs of Raphael (if there may be any ſtref$ laid upon that Apo- 
chryphat Book) for-the Concerts of Tobxt and his Son, who though 
ealted an Angel, yet was indeed the Soul of Azarras the Son of 
Ananins the Great ar, and of Tobit's Brethren, as we find, Tobit 
Chap. yg. ry. "And, to this purpoſe, Yoſephw introduces 
Abrabaia telling his Son, whotn he was Juſt poing to facri- 
fice, that ht ſhould be to him &5 xxNuir x, progres, 
ts take tare of -bis Aﬀairs, and comfort his O14 Ape; which 1 
tafihot fee afly other way he ſhould do, than by his Prayers 
to the Great God for his Arrd Father, * Accordingly 
AMaxi- 


| Can 1) 
Maximus | Tyriis" will ' bave the Sopl. , when aſcribed into Diſere. 
the number of Heavenly Citizens, which live under juſt 27+ 
and righteous Laws, and enjoy a perpetual Peace, yet in 
the mid'ſt of her Joys commiſerate and pisy choſe ſhe has left 
behind, and, as far as may be, aſſiſt weak and frail Mor-. 
tality. 
I may now ſuggeſt to you in the laſt place, what 75 
does upon a like: Occaſion to his Friend 7ihis Cuod > Ltb.s5. 
Spſa Diuturnitas, ©. 1. & What length of Tine will do, Ep. 6. 
hich brings a Lemitive, and takes off the greates Sorrows, thas 
we ought to anticipate and prevent by prudent Counſel, For (as 
be goon 0n) if there be.yuo Woman of ſo weak a mind, but after 
aging loſt ber , will Fn LOWE eB make engl 
of mnoywning z; ſwely toeu a Philoſopaer ought not to expet? that 
los ohef fouling which be any Reaſon may. ſuggeſt ta 
meſb him withal. og... 
(Mod. if g9W $0 comfort and xajle your dejefted Mind, I 


© 


have opened a Box of Spices to embalm and conſecrate your 

Placidid's.. Menory: to Polterity ,. it is but a juſt Due to 

her Vertues, a part of the Friendſhip I owe to you, 
LS . -- FR, 
Tours, &c. 
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